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The date w:is June 24. 1947. ~ir. 
Kenneth Arnold departed from Chehalis. 
W.ishington. bound for Ya.lcinu, W.uh­
ington, o n a routine Aight in his pri,•ate 
plane. Mr. Arnold had made nian)' !>UCh 

flights previously and '"a:; ron&idcred an 
excell<:nt mountain pilot. A he neared 
~{ouot Rain ier, the s«ond highc:st peak 
in the con tinental United States, he ~3'" 
" ·itJ1 a start what appcarcd to be a chain 
of unfamiliar aircraft. Obser\'ing more 
clos~ l)•, h e distinguished a string of ninc­
very b right, disk -shaped objecti, cstim:it· 
ing them to b :: about 4 5 to 50 feet i'l 
length . A s they flew. the objctts "'·ove 
in a.nd out b : twccn the: mountain p~ak~. 
Regaining his composure. Arnold 1n:irke-d 
thc:ir po~ition on a map and note<l thl 
time, a proc..·edure which he ag;iin re · 
peated some I 02 seconds later. W ith this 
Jata, a hurried con1putation put the 
obj<.cts' speed at almost t 700 miles pc:r 
hour. 1 No a i craft known at that time 
coulJ approach even half ttut :1opccd. 
Whc:n Arnold. story broke. it wa.~ so 
unusual that paptrs a.II over the world 
gave it f .ront- pagc spact. Thus began the 
cr:i of the • • Aying saucer." 

It wa.'i on ly thrc:c months later, Sep· 
tember, 194 7. that the Air Force orp.ar.· 
i~ a fo.rma] project for UFO (uniden­
tified Rying object) in\'esti~tion. The 
p:oject was established under the juris· 
diction of the: Air Technical Intelligen' c 
Center ( A TIC), one of the most high I) 
i.peciali2ed intelligence agencies in the 
Air force. Most of these intelligence 
spct:ialists were confident that within .1 

few months' time they v.·oulJ have the 
answer to the: question, ··What ;ire 
UFO's? .. 

People who have attt"mpted to answer 
thjs quest ion fall into three groups 
separated accordins to the different th<.· 
ories concerning those airborne phcnom· 
('na. There is a r Ourth group if one t.On· 
sidc:r:. the perennial hoaxc:rs anJ the 
writc:rs of saucer lore who print n1orc 
fiction than fact. Thjs latter group, how. 
ever. will be ignored in this article. One 
group <..onsists of those who (eel th1t 
all UFO sightings <."all be explained as 
natura l oecur.rence~ Another group. 
whoS<: p<>sit ion might be: <.a lied neutral, 
is the organiz.ation (ATJC) of the U.S. 
Air Force. " ·hich gath~cd and 1nv .. ·~t1 · 
gated the thousands of reports and fa<.t 
of the UFO story. A third group <.on· 
sists of the believers in intcrplanet;ir} 
space c raft. 

N•tural Occurrences? 

Donald H . Men2el. Professor of Astro· 
physic s at Harvard Universit)'. "''.l' a 
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leading exponent o( the group which 
con:.iderC'd .ill saucer sightings as n:uur.il 
phenomena. He believed that people d1J 
sec unusual phcnon)ena but the :.ighting) 
were not alien airtrafl. What tht: ob­
servers S3\\' wa~ not imaginaf)' but lould 
be attributed to some event of narure 
He did not place much faith in th~ 

ability of many ob ervcrs to corrt-ct Ir in­
terpret their obs:.-rv.i1ion!>. In the Arnold 
sighting. Meru:cl derh·ecf { rom Arnold's 
statement that th<' obje'("ts. sp::ed \\' J<: 

only ~O mile:. per hour. ~lcnzel con· 
eluded th;it what Arnold really saw \\'as 
billov.·ing blasts of sno\\• lifted fro1n the 
mountain:i by turbulent air. These shift· 
ing. tilring cloud~ of sno'v refle1.ted t h~· 
sun as mirror:..~ M:iny of Prof<."'SS<>r Men­
zcJ's cxplan.itions of other ~:iuccr 1nc.i­
dents " '<.>re to be closely congruent. Haze-. 
reflections in fog or mist, :ind ice crr­
srals in 1hc sk)' reflecting the sun's ray:. 
" 'ere the majority of his conclusions. 

Menzel' s t hc.'Ori<.'S did not p:1Ss without 
challenge, howt vc:r. Why \\•<:re not such 
sightings rcpotted before 19·17? And. 
con(crnins the Arnold report spt:cifit:tl!y. 
could billo'"'ng blasts of snow be travl·!· 
ing at, or at le.i~ t appear to be trav~·lin.i; 
at, :i speed of 500 miles per hour? 

The ATIC saucer investigation group 
did oot receive 6r~t-hand in(ormation on 
the: Arnold ... ghting. In fact, one might 
s1y the Air Forte inves1igacing gr<'up 
w.is a result of the in~iJenr. t-:ov.·ever. 
when one A TIC expert " '3$ later asked 
to comn1ent on Prof c.-ssor Mtnz.ers ~tate ­
ment of ··\\•1nd whipping snow... his 
ans .... ·tr was .i ll.it, "impossible:." He 
asserted that he had lived in the Pacific 
Northwest for man)· )'C<lrs, and tha.t it 
would be impossible to find p<>"•dcred 
snO'' so lo\\• in the mountains in June.~ 
Projt'Ct Blue Book. as the Air Force 
group was coded. lablcd the Arnold 
report '"unknown." 

The Mantell Crash 

Tragedy c-ntercd the picture in JanLWry 
of 1948. A National Guard pilot v.·:i.-. 
killed chasing a UFO. On that after· 
noon, control rower opera.tors of God· 
man Air Force Ba..e, out~1de l.ouis,·tlh:, 
Kt"ntucky. rt'\ t:h c;d a <tuc:ry from the 
l>tate polict as to tht' possibility o( anr 
unui.ual J ir<r;if t 10 the vicinit)'. A quick 
check by the operators with appropriate 
agencie-s met '\\'ith a ne~ative answer. 
~ian)' people in outlyin~ distritts ne.u 
the air b.ue rcporteJ an unknov•n ob· 
1e<'t in the sky, n10\ ing in the gt:nl.."ral 
diret tion of Goc.ln1an. A h.Jlf hour later, 
the to .... ·er oper.itor\ ~iJ;hted the: obJ<.'Ct 
and called tht' b.l c: oper;itions officer, 

In 195'4 it was believed that U. S. Navy 
ballons like the one shown here ware 
the cause of many "flying saucer" re­
ports. 

\\•ho came to the tower to have a look 
at the object through binocular... No 
one tould identif )' the object. Minute .. 
later. four f ·.5 1 's, single engine fighter 
aircraft, Re"· across the fieh.I . The lli0ht 
lcaJcr, Captain t.{antt"!I, "''a..' called by 
radio and aske<l to take a look .it the 
object .ind try to idc:ntif y it. ~iant:ll 
clin1bed ht aircraft into the: sky and 
" ·as ~oon lo t from sight. After a few 
n)inute-. o( silmce, l'-{a.ntcll called the 
to\vl·r Jnd said, .. I sec something :ibo\'c 
and ahc.-ad of me and I'm still 1,.lin1bing 
' . . . rvc sighted the thing. lt looks 
1nct.illic and it'> tremenJou~ in ,jzc .. , . 
It"s alx>ve me anJ l'rn g.uning on it. I'm 
AOing to 20,000 feet ." Ciptain i\i.inrcll 
nt:\ er 1.ilkeJ to an)'On<: .iga1n Tht tO\\ er 
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lost sight of the UFO and l11ter re«:iV(:d 
w-ord that ~ot:cJJ had cr«Shed and \\"ilS 

·~.· 
Profes,sar Menier s expla~ation of the 

et1couAter decbred that Mante-11 '"l!S 
chasing a "mock sun," .caused by ice 
crystals in ci.rrus c.lou.ds higher than MaJ1-
hdl's plaa.c <:ould safely re3cll. Since t he 
aitcraft was not equipped ·with o:icygen. 
Mcnv:l !:heorit.c.>d tlm Manr:eJJ weot above 
his limit, blacked out, lost control of the 
.F-' 1, .and subsequently crashed. 

The interpfaneta.ry adv<X'JJ(tes reportc.-d 
th.at a few of Mantell's plane f rag1nents 
had strao.gc:· grooves i.o the m«al, and 
mn.re .reve.aJiog, a high rn~e of r-adio­
activity el!W-ed peitl:aps by .an i.ntef\se 
wake ~f diSC'hug;in,g ~Jom,forccd nidia­
tioo eaer:gy Crom the h.uge ohjoct.l The 
Air Force l t-")ngly denied these reports. 

At tht time oC the Mantell iocidcnt. 
the A. TIC UFO project \\ia5 involved in 
a series oJ shifts io policy because of 
~ges in leaders.hiJ>. Fir~. the group 
adopted an "·explain tlu;m all a \.'inl)' •• 

attitude and later returned to en honest 
attempt 11t teaching unbiased conclusions. 
For example, it v.•as: first IUlll.ow:i.ced by 
the • .\ir Force that Mantell \\-"ll.S kiUed 
wh.i!c ch:is[ng th.e planet Venus. A1 (et · 
taio t:iJ:nes of the yea,r, this particuinr 
plaf!et becomes bright en~igh to be n1i,s. 
taken as a foreign objtct approaching 
the earth.. The Air For<:e 5t:at~ that 
~Jantell had climbed toward \ r enus uotil 
he became uncoMcious from· instdflcicut 
oxyge.n. Later, after a more thoroU&h 
investigation, it \.Y;as d(l{e.r1ru11ed that 
Vt nu.s co.uld not hlltve heeo bright enough 
to confuse an experit'nced pilot. It wai• 
a.loo learned that il. gjl\nt 100-foot dia.tne'­
tet "$kyl'iood" balloon, .sent :tloft in 
·~{innesot:t for gathering \vcathc:r dma. 
might possibly have been in the GodflY.U'l 
lieid area on that day and tha.t it may 
have been the huge obj«t. This was the 
solution finrul}i decided upon by Project 
Blue Book. 
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Chbsing "~uc::srs." Over tile C.pi~I 

It ~<as in July of 19}2, that the "tlyiog 
saucer.. report, ~·hidl \VOl'.I mo.re wotld 
attention than any other, hit the head· 
line;, in our uation · s c-apiro.L A.t 11 :40 
p.rn., JuJy 19, lh-e t"\\-'O radar ~ at Wash­
ington N.ati-on.f Airport picked up ei&,mf 
uniden.tified wgcts. They wece not ordi­
flru')' aircraft because they wo-u.l.d loa! at 
100 to 130 1niks pe.r hour and then 
suddenly accelerate to fantasticafly high 
sp¢eds iuld lea~ the area. Du_riog th~ 
night, crews of several airliners saw 
1nysterlous lights in the s.'1.mf.' locations 
that the r.adas pin-pointed the tu.gets. 
Tower operator~ also saw tight-.. an.cl jet 
tightecs were d1 patched, but the ut10H1uy 
lights ~e.med to be able to anticipate 
the 6ghters · f:' 't::cy nu)ve:111ait ao d th.e ob­
jects ~·~re alwt!)'S gone before the j<.15 

Ll " f " coum c ose. 
The morning's headlines "'en: " lot'<.'r· 

cept-0r. Cha..."¢ Flying Sa.ut'Cn Over \Vasb. 
ingt:on, D. C.!" Tt1e two radar sets at 
WaJhington Natiooa,I Airport '9.1"efe 

d1«ked and f<:>u.1111 in perfect "-'OJking 
order. On.e :;et W!\S located io t,he t'Cn· 
trot tO\l.rer :tnd the other, a. long·l"ange 
radar ~ r.onb'otling tltt air la'1es for 
milfS a.ro1<.1,n.d, wa.s located in the .Air 
Route Traffic Cont.rot U:nttt. 

A wt-de later, the mystcrio:us objects 
again appeared. OnC' UFO was clocked 
at 7 ,000 miles per hour ; other Objocts 
tlew through the prohibited fl )ring are~ 
over the Whife House and Capit'Ol. Air· 
Iiners we-re followed to within a few 
iniles of touchdown o.n the runw:s.ys. 
Ninety degree turns at high spl'Cd!i were 
C'Xete ut<:"d repeatedly. I ntC'tCCpto-rs were 
again atllt>d Md just as &he jet!> ap­
proached the a.rc:a. the targets d isappeared 
off tl\e scopes. The jets flt-v.• around for 
a\\•hile, saw nothing, and left th'C' \Vctsh · 
$ns:ton area. ln a few minutes, th e un· 
identi.tied olliocts "''ere back on tlte radar 
S('Opes. Anothe'r je:t was cont.acted and 
this ti111e the pilot sa'<\' a light and 

started fO-~'lrd it, but suddenly it " 'ml 
out, .. as though a l ight buib had been 
turned off_·· The pilot and his rll.du ob­
server continued the run and a radar 
loclto.n was cstahHshed. but it was soon 
broken. Two more lodcons were o\>. 
tained but .Uso b.~ aftl:c a. few sec· 
onds. During this time:, prople aJJ 0\'4' I 

the area were c.alling tfl that weird, 
bright lights were being seen. ii 

It was not easy to find a r~ri.ablt 
solution. Those who fdt there l!>' iiS a 
solution finall)' based. their ugu.mcnts M 

temperature itrvemom. Ao invenio.'l. 
oe:curs Vl•hen the Jaj'Cr of a.it 11e:arcst t~ 
surf ilCc of the earth becomes ~ 
with increasing height During mcb an 
abnormal situation, thts wa.rmcr ai r Illa)' 

IXlCW' 1.tp to a height of 100 meters or 
so. Above this be:ight Ule fetllperttutt 

<let[e:J.'i~ with higher altitudes. "Thcst 
conflicting masses of icir ma;• cause .radar 
waves. to be reflected resulting in a fa.IS<" 
indication of p05itions af objects ei~1 
in the air or on the gcoond. 

'The believers in alien sp.a~e traveJm 
did not buy this tl1eoty. It w~ easily 
p·rovoo that in W11Shi1J:gtoo, O.C. tl1r0Qgh 
the months of Jooe, July, antf Au.gust 
dtere wa.'i hoa.rdly a day t~t p~scd with­
Q'l.lt a temperature in,~ersion. Therdnre, 
the,~ fet5<>t1ed, why did not f lkke target$ 
show np U'\ote oftetl instead of just on 
th5e w.ry few occ~ions? And. if t;ruet 
fto-w co:uJd these fake targets so sltte-wJJr 
nuneuver when a.bout to be pursued? 

Pro-ieet Blue Book was. of rour-se., 
pruh'td ''C.f'Y hard for an answer in rt~ 
investigation of the Capitol in.cidenl 
This incident had probably arOU$ed lllOre 
people in high gaverruneni:aJ p<>$itic:m 
cha.n previous sightings. people ""'ho 
had once: laughtti off the whole sar..wer 
aifCLir. 1'he inv¢rs:ion theory was tbor-
6ugh1y investiga_tc:d, bl1t the one im· 
pre.ssive fnctor \!.'as the high caliber of 
the people iovol,•ed in t.he Washin&tOO 
incident. Radar men in po5itions .of air-
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cralt control deal wit.h human lives and 
ue usigned accordingly. There CUI Ix­
no error in their worl md they are 
ch05en artcr rigorous tra.ining, supervi· 
sion, and investigation. These men were 
well qualified, expcricnct-d radar men 
who bro~·ght thou.sands o( people into 
Washington National Airport every day. 
Such responsible men could be ex~"ted 
to know the difference bctv.•een "' real 
t..Irget and a weather target. ATIC still 
considers the Washington. D.C sight· 
inBs a.s unknowns. 

The nature Probability 

Tues~ were only a few of the many 
lrundreds of qualified UFO reports. The 
people who saw these strange occurrences, 
who investigiated the reports and ~·ho 
engaged in the controversy in explaining 
them were of the highest caliber. Airline 
pilots, scicntists, prof es.sors and 111.tny 

others of the utmost reliability saw and 
reported UFO sightings. The number of 
uncxpLt.ined sightings is great enough 
to cause much speculation. There is no 
tangible proof that space ships f ron1 
other planets exist, but the possibilities 
:i.re fascinating, and as tilll(' p~. their 
existence becomes more and more proiJa. 
bit-. PC'rhaps some day we will know the 
true answer to the "'flying $aucer' ' ques­
tion. And as some believe, it may be 4'\ne 
of the greates,t events that has happened 
tO IThlD. 
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The luminou5 di1k wa5 photographed in Dolomite5 by Angelo Coui, who iirrt 
thought it w•' flie moon, but he cleimed the object immedi•tely spod eway. 
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